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the development of policies and programs for Canadian national resources. The inspector general of banks 
is an office of the department. 

The following agencies report to Parliament through the minister of finance: the Anti-dumping Tribunal, 
the Bank of Canada, the Canada Deposit Insurance Corp., the Department of Insurance and the Tariff 
Board. The minister of finance acts as spokesman in Parliament for the auditor general. 

Fisheries and Oceans, Department of. Established as a separate entity in April 1979 under the authority of 
the Government Organization Act, 1978, the fisheries and oceans department has overall responsibility for 
Canada's coastal and inland fisheries, fishing and recreational harbours, hydrography and marine sciences 
and the co-ordination of the federal government's policies and programs in respect to the oceans. 

Departmental programs are concerned with fisheries and marine mammal resource management and 
conservation, enforcement of fisheries regulations, industrial development, fish inspection and quality 
control, marketing and promotion of fish products, biological and technical research on fish and other 
aquatic flora and fauna, fishing vessel insurance and vessel construction assistance administration, 
management and development of small craft harbours across Canada, studies into the management of 
recreational fisheries, and administration of international and federal-provincial fisheries agreements. 

In the area of ocean and aquatic sciences, the department is responsible for physical, chemical and 
biological oceanography and limnology research aimed at gaining a better understanding of marine and 
freshwater environments. Other responsibilities include hydrographic surveying, measurement of tide and 
water levels and producfion of navigational, bathymetric and other charts of Canadian coastal and inland 
waters. Oceanographic information is acquired and disseminated through the marine environmental data 
service. 

Fisheries Prices Support Board. Under the Fisheries Prices Support Act (RSC 1970, c.F-23) the board is 
responsible for investigating and, where appropriate, recommending action to support prices of fishery 
products where declines have occurred. Subject to approval of the cabinet, it is empowered to purchase 
fishery products at prescribed prices or to make deficiency payments to producers of fishery products equal 
to the difference between a prescribed price and the average price at which such products were sold. The 
board functions under the direction of the minister of fisheries and oceans. 

Foreign Claims Commission. By order-in-council PC 1970-2077 of December 1970, the Canadian 
government established this commission under the Inquiries Act to inquire into property claims made by 
Canadian citizens and the federal government against foreign countries, which may be referred to the 
commission by the government. The reference is made after the government has negotiated a financial 
agreement with the foreign country. The commissioners submit reports and recommendations regarding 
each claim to the secretary of state for extemal affairs and the minister of finance, stating whether a 
claimant is eligible to receive a payment under regulations promulgated from time to time by order-in-
council. Claims against Hungary, Romania, Poland and Czechoslovakia have been referred to the 
commission. The claims against the two first-mentioned countries have been dealt with and in 1980 the 
commission still had before it a small number of claims against Poland and Czechoslovakia. A reference to 
the commission of claims against Cuba was anticipated in 1980. 

Foreign Investment Review Agency. The agency was established in April 1974 by proclamation of the 
Foreign Investment Review Act (SC 1973-74, c.46). It assesses whether there is or will be significant benefit 
to Canada in proposals by non-Canadians regarding acquisition of control of Canadian business enterprises 
or establishment of new businesses in Canada. The agency is responsible to the minister of industry, trade 
and commerce. 

Freshwater Fish Marketing Corp. This corporation was established under the Freshwater Fish Marketing 
Act of 1969 (RSC 1970, c.F-13) and given the function of marketing and trading in fish, fish products and 
fish byproducts in and out of Canada with the objectives of ensuring more orderly marketing for the 
benefit of the whole fishery and achieving higher and more stable prices for the catch. The corporation 
received a grant for initial operating and establishment expenses but conducts its operations on a self-
sustaining basis without parliamentary appropriations; it is financed by bank loans with government 
guarantee of repayment, or by direct loans. The corporation consists of a board of directors composed ofa 
chairman, a president, one director for each participating province and four other directors appointed by 
the Governor-in-Council for a term not exceeding five years. The corporation reports to Parliament 
through the minister of fisheries and oceans. 

Grains Group. In 1970 the minister responsible for the Canadian Wheat Board organized a special advisory 
group on grains (Grains Group) to co-ordinate, review and recommend federal policies for grain 
production, transportation and handling, and marketing. The minister responsible for the wheat board 
serves as the chairman of the group. A group co-ordinator and three advisers are drawn from the federal 
departments of agriculture, industry, trade and commerce, and transpxirt. Offices of the Grains Group are 
in Ottawa. 


